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Tenshin Koryu Kenpo

The origin of the Tenshin Koryu Kenpo is said to have derived from the secret scrolls of the Amatsu Tatara Hibumi and
the Ueno family art of Tako Ryu. According to legend, the Otobe family were the guardians of the emperor for many
generations. A one Otobe Komaro returned to Japan from China accompanied by a Buddhist monk with the name of
Kanshin. Kanshin is said to have taught Otobe the way of Kenpo. Much later a kenpo master, Jinshi Kigi, is said to have
taught Urabe Shukune Kentei. Urabe is believed to have introduced these methods into the Amatsu Tatara and after years
of practice called it Dakentaijutsu (striking arts). This art was eventually renamed as Kijin Dakentaijutsu by 1zumo Kanja
Yoshiteru (founder of Kukishinden Ryu). This system was transmitted secretly within the Ueno family. The formal
founder of the Tenshin Koryu was Ueno Shinyuemon. Ueno was a member of the Iga regions Dohan family. Ueno is
believed to have fled from the attack of Oda Nobunaga to Ako founding his system of Tenshin Koryu based upon the
secrets of Ichiden Ryu Torite, Katori Shinto Ryu and Takagi Ryu Jujutsu. The second generation soke was named
Shimizu Hanyuemon. Shimizu mastered the arts of Sekiguchi Ryu and Araki Ryu and later introduced these teachings
into Tenshin Koryu. Later, Satto Ryu Kenpo, Kito Ryu jujutsu and Choku Shinkage Ryu Kenjutsu was studied by the
third generation headmaster. His name was Ichikawa Shuoku. The fourth generation head, Ueno Hikouemon, mastered
several arts. He studied Hozan Ryu Tachijutsu, Yagyu Ryu Jujutsu and Ichijo Funi Ryu Koppo. This Ueno headmaster
served as Shinan Yaku (head teacher) for Odawara domain. This headmaster is considered to have made the greatest
contribution to the system. He added the Hishigi no Jutsu, which is said to have been feared by other Ryu at that time. The
fifth generation master, Yamamoto Kasuke, mastered Takagi Ryu bojutsu. Ueno Ryukichiro, the 6th generation master,
studied the arts of Sanwa Muteki Ryu, Shingyoto Ryu and inherited the system of Gyokushin Ryu. The 8th generation
headmaster, the famous Ueno Takashi, was a very skilled budoka. He studied with and taught some of the great martial
artists. Ueno Takashi inherited the Tenshin Koryu from his grandfather, Kujuro. In addition to Tenshin Koryu he also had
menkyo Kaiden (complete mastery) in Tenshin Shinyo Ryu Jujutsu, Bokuden Ryu Jujutsu and Yagyu Shingan Ryu
Taijutsu. He was also inheritor of 19th generation Shinden Fudo Ryu, 39th generation of Hontai Kijin Chosui Ryu
Kukishinden Dakentaijutsu. Most of these latter systems were received from Takamatsu Toshitsugu. There was also a
direct connection with Takamatsu's student Hatsumi Masaaki as he was a student of Ueno Takashi and received licensing
from him in several arts. Today there are still several teachers of the Tenshin Koryu transmitting the art.

Kijin Chosui Ryu - Urabe Sukune Kanesada mixed his Taijutsu with Chinese Kenpo that was taught by a Chinese master
named Jin Sonshi Rigi. The end result was Dakenjutsu. The next generation, Izumo Kanja Yoshihide added more and
renamed it Kijin Dakentaijutsu. It wasn't until later that it was changed to Hontai Kijin Chosui Ryu Kukishinden
Dakentaijutsu.

Shinto Tenshin Ryu - The beginnings are the same as Kijin Chosui Ryu. Around 1581, Ueno Takayuki founded Shinto
Tenshin Ryu after mixing with other schools. It wasn't until after WWII that Ueno Takashi changed the name to Tenshin
Koryu. This was renamed Tenshin Koryu due to the surrender and a misconception on the "ban" on martial arts. It was an
effort to remove the word "Shinto" from the name in order to keep it from being abolished.



The Lineage of Tenshin Ryu

Our art was founded during the Keicho period in Japan, which was short lived, spanning from October 1596 to
July 1615. We do not know an exact date for the founding of this art, but we believe it to have been around 1600.

Takayuki, Founder of Tenshin Ryu

The art was founded by Ueno Tatsuemon Takayuki . Takayuki was a Samurai of Goshin rank and a serving
member of the Dohan family of Iga. Takayuki founded his art by blending his family art of Tako Ryu, and the
teachings of a Buddhist monk who taught the Chinese art of Kempo. Takayuki called his art Shinto Tenshin
Koryu Kempo and began transmitting it through his family.

A great warlord named Oda Nobunaga raided and captured the region of Iga. Prior to Nobunaga’s raid Takayuki
took his family and warriors and fled to Ako, where the art continued.

Since its inception, the art has been passed down within the Ueno family, each generation adding to it as times
and techniques advanced. The art we practice today includes Takayuki’s original Daken-Taijutsu, but also Aiki
concepts added by the study of Aikijutsu and Asayama Ichiden Ryu.

As Tenshin Ryu was founded by a prestigious Samurai family, it was and is a Budo (warrior art). In concert with
its hand arts, Tenshin Ryu places high esteem in the study of sword and stick art, as well as a distinctive system
of spear and halberd fighting.

Ueno Tatsuemon Takayuki is considered the founder and first Soke (Master) of Shinto Tenshin Koryu Kempo.
In addition to Tenshin Koryu, Takayuki was a master of Ichiden Ryu Torite, Katori Shinto Ryu and Takagi Ryu
Jujutsu.

The Second through Seventh Masters

The next generation Soke was Shimizu Banuemon Shigehisa , who also studied Sekiguchi Ryu and Araki Ryu,
and introduced some of their concepts into Tenshin Ryu.

Ichikawa Shisaji Hideoka followed as the next Soke and introduced Choku Shinkage Ryu Kenjutsu and concepts
of Satto Ryu Kempo and Kito Ryu Jujitsu.

The fourth generation Soke was Ueno Hikoemon Yoshiyuki . In addition to Tenshin Ryu, he mastered Hozan
Ryu Tachijutsu, Yagyu Ryu Jujutsu and Ichijo Funi Ryu Koppo. Yoshiyuki served as Shihan Yaku (Head
Teacher) to the entire Odawara domain. This Soke is considered to have added one of the greatest contributions
to Tenshin Ryu by introducing the art of Hishigi no Jutsu to the curriculum.

The fith generation Soke was Yamamoto Kasuke Katsushige, who also mastered Takagi Ryu Bojutsu.

The sixth generation Soke was Ueno Ryukiro Toshihide. He studied the arts of Sanwa Muteki Ryu, Shingyoto
Ryu, and, most notably, inherited the art of Gyokushin Ryu.

The next Soke was Ueno Kujuro Nobuhisa. Little is known about Nobuhisa, though we know he was a Samurai
and loyal retainer to the Odawara. He lived through the end of the Edo period and through the end of the
Samurai cast. Nobuhisa had a great contribution to the art, as he had also mastered Daito Ryu Aiki Jujutsu.

Takashi Soke, Modern Father of Tenshin Ryu



The eighth Soke—considered the last great Soke—was Ueno Takashi. Takashi inherited Tenshin Ryu from his
grandfather, Ueno Kujuro Nobuhisa.

Takashi was born February 1899 and lived in Funabashi, Chiba prefecture. Takashi came from a respected
Samurai line and was a very skilled. He was a famous Budoka (practitioner of Budo) and a member of a highly
regarded circle of martial artists who brought Japanese Budo to the world.

After World War |1, Takashi officially changed the name of the art from Shinto Tenshin Ryu Kempo to Tenshin
Koryu Kempo. Because of the occupation of Japan at the end of the war, extreme Japanese nationalism was
illegal and the allies objected to the word Shinto.

Among Takashi’s friends and fellow martial artists were Fujita Soke and Takamatsu Soke. Takamtsu and
Takashi spent a great deal of time together studying martial art. During this time, Takashi taught from his
Hombu dojo, the Renseikai dojo. Takamatsu asked Takashi if he would take one of his students, Sato Kinbei in
order to teach him.

Not long after, one of Takashi’s students, Massaki Hatsumi, began learning under Takamatsu after years of
study under Takashi. Hatsumi then founded the Bujinkan, in 1980.

Shoto Tanamura, founder of the Genbukan, also was a student of Takashi. Tanamura would later claim Menkyo
Kaiden (complete transmission) of Tenshin Koryu.

When Takashi spoke about or taught Tenshin, he would refer to the system as “Tenshin Flow”, emphasizing the
continuous fluid movements which are Tenshin Ryu’s signature quality. Takamatsu called him Chosui which
means “Pure Water”.

Ueno Takashi died in January of 1976. He had dedicated his life to the study of Budo and, in addition to
Tenshin Koryu, was known as a master of several arts. At the time of his death he was considered by his peers
to be one of the most prominent and influential martial artists of his generation.

Among his students were: Fukumoto Yoshio Sensei, Kobayashi Masao Sensei, Kaminaga Shigemi Sensei,
Sakagami Takejiro Sensei, Hatsumi Yoshiaki Sensei, Shoja Murakoshi Sensei, Massaki Hatsumi Soke and
Shoto Tanamura Soke.
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Owari Tenshin Koryt Kenpo Soden Mokuroku
Heaven's Heart Old School Fist Method Inheritance Catalog

24:7% Kenpd Fist Method

HHES - Ak Seiryiiken Blue Dragon Fist 15 Methods

MpE% - 1k Mokoken Fierce Tiger Fist 15 Methods

ME R - ik Atemi Sappéd Kill by Striking Method 15 Methods
£+ % Shichijiinimon Ken 72 Gates Fist

NOTES: Shichijunimon Ken is some kind of reference to the 72 climates of the year, based on the
24 solar seasons. | would guess that it is a teaching about utilizing nature and the seasons of nature.

Z:4F Jujutsu Gentle Art

- BB 2 -+ 7% Shaden Jodan no Kurai Initial Transmission Upper Position 12 Methods
- E 2 i- + —3% Shoden Chiidan no Kurai Initial Transmission Middle Position 12 Methods
WUG-TFEZA-+ %  Shaden Gedan no Kurai Initial Transmission Lower Position 12 Methods
INFRCZ LTk Kotedori no Kurai Position of a Wrist Capture 12 Methods

BIEZBME -+ N1 Koppo no Hiden Bone Method Secret Transmission 16 Methods

iRz -+ 3k Chiiden no Kurai Position of Middle Transmission 12 Methods
BARZ AL+ 1k Okuden no Kurai Position of Inner Transmission 12 Methods
BRI+ T1E Shioku no Kurai Position of Inner Attainment 12 Methods

NOTE: 'Shioku' is a term just like 'Okuiri* and means “Entrance to Secrets”.
FFZ Atk Menkyo no Kurai License Position 12 Methods
FFRRCZ AL+ ik Katatedori no Kurai Position of Single Hand Capture 12 Methods
JERZ AL+ 0k Iridori no Kurai Position of Sitting Capture 12 Methods
Ry Buz -+ =% Idori no Kurai Position of Chair Capture 13 Methods
R 2 -+ 0k Kisen no Kurai Position of Wielding 12 Methods
Rz -+ 3k Kaiden no Kurai Position of Completed Transmission 12 Methods
FImlZ -+ 3k Inka no Kurai Position of Complete Proficiency 12 Methods

WHIEE% (RE AW - T W) ]

Reikenden Shimyoken (Omote Ura Nijushiho e Manji no Ohisho )

Spirit Fist Transmission Extraordinary Fist Transmission (Outer and Inner 24 Methods e 'Inner Secret Book of 10,000
Characters’)

I 7K S RZIE (N LU EE e ONRAEETR )

Ouei Reiki no Ho (Rokko Hishuku Kuji Shinpo Oyobi Hayagiri Ho Hikoto)

Method of the Eternity Accepting Aura (6 Armors Secret Celebration 9 Syllables True Method and Early Cutting Method
Secret Matters)

NOTES: "Eternity accepting” Jit>7k is also the name of an era in Japanese history, the Ouei era (1394 -1428 a.d.) So the
phrase 'Ouei Reiki no Ho' could easily be translated something like: “Method of Antiquity” indicating a specific part of
antiquity, namely, the Golden era. This 'Ouei no ho' is directly related to the Kuji Juji no Ho (9 Syllables 10 Syllables
Method ) and to the divination system known as Kimon Tonko (Qiamen Dunjia, in Chinese.)
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J\~T#44 Hassun Hishigi Den Eight Inches Crushing Transmission

AT Z AL+ Tk
MUZR 2 -+ Tk
Az hr-+1ik

A 2L -1k
MEfR— N

Gogyo no Kurai Position of [Using] the Five Elements 15 Methods

Shiki no Kurai Position of [Using] the Four Seasons 15 Methods

Tsuki no Kurai Position of [Using] the Moon, Moonlight and Nighttime hours 15 Methods
Hi no Kurai Position of [Using] the Sun, Daylight and Daylight Hours 15 Methods

lju Hitori Den Transmission of Solely Instructing One Person

IMME (— /R =) Tanbo Den (Isshaku Sansun) 1 Foot 3 Inches Short Stick

FANIE
WHRE -+ ik
PARBE-+ Tk
YURBME-Tik
BARBME-T Tk
YLs AR - L

Kihon Roppd Basic Six Methods

Shoden Seiho Initial Transmission Strength Methods 15 Methods

Chiiden Seiho Middle Transmission Strength Methods 15 Methods

Okuden Seiho Inner Transmission Strength Methods 15 Methods

Kaiden Seiho Complete Transmission Strength Methods 15 Methods

Okuhi Sehishigi Den Kochoran Inner Secrets Crushing Pair Transmission Butterfly Battle

NOTES: There are 17 methods in this section labeled as 'Kochoran'. 'Ran’ ({L) has the meaning of a 'riot; conflict; skirmish;
or battle'. It is a picture of a flock of butterflies flitting about violently. Kochoran are methods of dealing with a riot or
skirmish, many parties fighting, such as in the streets or on a battlefield with multiple attackers.

4% Hanbo Den Half Staff Transmission

IR
HAINIE
PR Ik
PR kA
PR T

F145 Jojutsu Cane Arts

Jud iz Y- Uik
2 M- Juik
AT H %=1 3k
% H#k-JUik
M2 fa-1ik
A Btk
Fet-—3k

Hanbo Goho no Kamae Five Posture Methods of the Half Staff
Kihon Happd Basic Eight Methods

Hanbo Shoden Initial Transmission of Half Staff 12 Methods
Hanbo Chiiden Middle Transmission of Half Staff 12 Methods
Hanbo Okuden Inner Transmission of Half Staff 12 Methods

Kutsu no Kata Nine Pass Form 9 Methods

Manji no Kata Form of 10,000 Characters 9 Methods

Mae Mokuroku Front Catalog Listing 12 Methods

Ushiro Mokuroku Back Catalog Listing 9 Methods

Shikijo no Den Teachings about Cane Styles 9 Methods
Yurushijo no Den Teachings about Licensed Cane 9 Methods
Nage Jo Cane Throwing 2 Methods

T2 {47 Shurikenjutsu Blade Throwing Art
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